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Freehold Borough School District 
 

District Mission 
We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, and 
confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

 
Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 
• All people have inherent worth. 
• Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 
• The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 
• Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 
• All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 
• Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 
• Being trustworthy builds trust. 
• Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 
• A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 

 
Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that 
our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the New Jersey state standards and current 
statewide assessments.  Our scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of 
objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, and 
acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion 
balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content 
areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who 
are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff 
will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and 
summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will 
continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide 
regulations, but specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 
• Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-

based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 
• Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have 

flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 
• Units and lessons will be differentiated  
• Curriculum is focused on student success and balances developmental theory and psychometric 

standards 
• Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular 

growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
 
 
 



Freehold Borough Schools 
 

Grade 1 - Writing Curriculum Pacing Guide 
Unit Number and Name Unit Description Timeline 

Unit 1 – Launching 
Writer’s Workshop: 
How Writers Work 

At the beginning of first grade, it is important to reinforce the 
philosophy that students will develop and grow as writers each and 
everyday. As your students begin to understand what writers do, 
they will also begin to develop writing identities and experience 
how writers feel when they write. This unit was created to expose 
your students to introductory lessons of writing workshop, to 
familiarize them with the writing process, and to get to know why 
writers write in the ways they do.  
 
Grammar Lesson Connections: 
• Text Layout: 
 Lesson 1: How Pictures and Words are Placed on the Page 
 Lesson 2: Features Matter! 
 Lesson 3: It’s All Part of the Plan 

• Capitalization: 
 Lesson 1: When to Use Capital Letters 
 Lesson 2: Using Capital Letters 

• Punctuation:  
 Lesson 1: All the Right Questions Have Question Marks 
 Lesson 2: Exclamation Points are Exciting! 

6-8 weeks  

Unit 2 – Narrative: 
Personal Narrative 

As part of writing workshop, students will explore and emulate the 
different skills and strategies employed by the writers of the 
literature they are reading. You want students to connect the 
process of these published authors to their own process as writers. 
They will use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to 
narrate an event or a series of events that are important to them. 
Personal narratives are the perfect genre for first graders to read 
and write as they learn to appreciate the art of storytelling and its 
ability to connect to and engage readers and listeners alike.  
 
Grammar Lesson Connections: 
• Punctuation:  
 Lesson 3: The End is Important, Too! 
 Lesson 4: Comma’s are Important, Too! 

• Parts of Speech: 
 Lesson 1: All Kinds of Nouns 
 Lesson 2: Let’s Learn About Verbs 
 Lesson 3: Let’s Learn About Prepositions 
 Lesson 4: Delightful, Descriptive Adjectives 
 Lesson 5: Modifers Let Us See Images 

6-8 weeks 

Unit 3 – Informational: 
All About Books 

Children are naturally curious about their world. They often 
question and wonder about things they see, hear, and experience. 
In this unit, students will learn new information from sharing with 
one another and diving into various texts. The information they 

6-8 weeks  



know and the facts they learn are reflected in this : All-About 
Books unit. Students will work through the writing process to 
create an All-About Book.  
 
Grammar Lesson Connections: 
• Parts of Speech:  
 Lesson 6: Magnificent Modifiers 
 Lesson 7: Grammar Tips 

• Sentence  Structure: 
 Lesson 1: The Structure of a Sentence 
 Lesson 2: Clear Ideas and Interesting Structure 
 Lesson 3: Sentences Make Sense! 
 Lesson 4: Telling a Story That Makes Sense 
 Lesson 5: Joining Words Are Called Conjunctions 

 

 
  



Grade 1 Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 1 – How Writers Work Timeline: 6-8 weeks 

 
Standards 

Writing Language Speaking and Listening 
● W.1.1 
● W.1.2 
● W.1.3 
● W.1.5 
● W.1.6 
● W.1.7 
● W.1.8 

● L.1.1 
● L.1.2 
● L.1.4 
● L.1.5 
● L.1.6 

● SL.1.1 
● SL.1.2 
● SL.1.3 
● SL.1.4 
● SL.1.5 
● SL.1.6 

 
District Desired Results 

Unit Overview 
At the beginning of first grade, it is important to reinforce the philosophy that students will develop and grow 
as writers each and every day. As your students begin to understand what writers do, they will also begin to 
develop writing identities and experience how writers feel when they write. This unit was created to expose 
your students to introductory lessons of writing workshop, to familiarize them with the writing process, and to 
get to know why writers write in the ways they do.  
Enduring Understanding 
● Good writers develop their own writing identity. 
● Developing a well-balanced workshop model 

promotes strong writers within the classroom.  

Essential Questions 
● What do good writers do?  
● How does a writing community promote strong 

writers?  
Content 
Guidelines of Writer’s Workshop 
How to care for tools needed for Workshop 
How to use tools/supplies for Workshop 
Visualizing 
How to generate idea 

● How to interview a family member 
● How to express emotions with pictures/words 
● How to stop and jot  
● Use their senses for writing 

How to draft a story  
● What is included within a story  

○ One idea 
○ Words (what people are 

saying/doing/how they feel) 
○ Describing sound 
○ Setting  

● Sequencing (beginning, middle, end) 
How to Revise/Edit 

● How to use a revision checklist 
○ Capital letters (beginning of the 

sentence, names, places) 
○ Punctuation marks 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
● Focuses and listens to shared mentor texts 
● Works with a partner cooperatively, listens 

carefully, and shares relevant information 
● Follows directions, routines, and writing 

workshop procedures 
● Effectively uses writing tools and resources 
● Exhibits on-task behaviors during class 

discussion, independent writing, and sharing 
● Recognizes the various forms and functions of 

writing, why writers write, and how writers 
and illustrators make connections with their 
readers 

● Recalls experiences that make up who he or 
she is and uses pictures and words to celebrate 
these special moments 

● Focuses on and identifies his or her emotions 
felt during personal events to show and 
describe the emotions in drawing and writing 

● Uses personal observations to inspire 
creativity in his or her writing 

● Rereads and reflects on his or her work to 
select an idea to focus on, develop, and 



○ Space between words 
○ uppercase/lowercase letters correctly 

● How to Publish Work 
○ Create a final copy 
○ Meaningful title 
○ Illustrations 
○ Proper Layout  

 

publish 
● Plans out his or her story and considers how to 

use pictures and words to match his or her 
thinking 

● Rereads and revises his or her draft to ensure 
that the writing is interesting and clear 

● Rereads his or her writing and uses an editing 
checklist to ensure correct spelling, 
punctuation, and capitalization 

● Creates a cover that reflects his or her story 
and is inviting and attractive to readers 

● Reflects on the writing he or she has done and 
its meaning as part of his or her growth as a 
writer 

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
●  Refer to pages 4-5 of Launching Writer’s 

Workshop: How Writers Work  

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
● IEPs and 504 Students: (These are just 

suggested ideas to modify instruction.  All 
modifications and accommodations should be 
specific to each individual child’s IEP.)  reduce / 
revise assignments and assessments as per IEP; 
provide individual and small group help;  notes 
and study guides;  provide background knowledge 

● Gifted and Talented Students: provide 
additional enrichment activity involving 
demonstrating knowledge;  deeper research to to 
answer a higher level question; or complimentary 
assignment 

● ELL Students: use consistent, simplified 
language; provide bilingual partner when 
appropriate;  provide cooperative learning 
opportunities;  use modeling;  use visual aids and 
manipulatives 

● Struggling Students:  provide less distracting 
seating if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; 
study guides; notes 

 
Teacher Learning Plan 

Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 
 
Week 1: Immersion: What Do Writers and Illustrators Do? Students will recognize that writers and 
illustrators pay attention to the world around them in order to connect their words to the illustrations and help 
their readers make the same connection. Writers Make Connections- Students will learn how writers write 
about experiences that capture emotions that their readers will connect with. Tell Me About It!-Students will 
learn how writers tell stories with sensory details and emotions from beginning to end. 
 
Week 2: What Do Writers Do?- Students will identify various forms and functions of writing and reflect on 
what and why writers write. Drawing is Composing- Students will discover how writers and illustrators have 
their own style and voice.  
 



Week 3: Generating Ideas: What’s Worth Writing About? Students will recall information from 
experiences that are special to them and then celebrate these “special moments” with pictures and words. 
Bringing Emotions Into Focus- Students will identify with different emotions and recall when they felt 
them.  
 
Week 4: Write What You Notice- Students will use their own observations to inspire creativity in their 
writing. Picking and Idea to Publish- Students will reread and reflect on their work to determine which idea 
they want to focus on, develop further, and publish.  
 
Week 5: Drafting: Plan Your Story- Students will plan out their stories as they consider how to use pictures 
and words to match their thinking.  
 
Week 6: Revising: Reread, Reflect, Revise- Students will reread their draft to make sure their writing is 
interesting and clear for their readers. Editing: Why and How We Edit- Students will reread their writing 
using an editing checklist as a guide.  
 
Week 7: Publishing: Creating an Inviting Cover Design: Students will create covers that reflect their 
stories and that are attractive and inviting to their readers. Self-Reflection- Students will reflect on their 
writing journey as they complete a self-assessment.  

 
 

 
Assessment Plan 

Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 
Formal Assessments: 
● Benchmark Assessments 
● F&Ps 
● Unit Tests/Writing Pieces 
● Quizzes 
● Exit Tickets Projects  
 
Informal Assessments:  
● Observations 
● Anecdotal Notes 
● Participations 
● Writer’s Journal 
● Graphic Organizers  

 
Instructional Resources 

Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Launching – How Writers Work, Grammar Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/) 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
● Physical Movement 
● Art 
● Math 
● Technology 

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee.  

● CRP2. Apply appropriate 

8.1 Educational Technology: All 
students will use digital tools to 
access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order to 
solve problems individually and 

https://www.teachertube.com/


academic and technical skills.  

● CRP3. Attend to personal health 
and financial well-being.  

● CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason.  

● CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions.  

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

● CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  

● CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management.  

● CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  

● CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity.  

● CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence 

collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge 

8.2 All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature and 
impact of technology, engineering, 
technological design, 
computational thinking and the 
designed world as they relate to 
the individual, global society, and 
the environment. 

 



Grade 1 Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 2 – Narrative: Personal Narrative Timeline: 6-8 Weeks 

 
Standards 

Writing Language Speaking and Listening 
● W.1.2 
● W.1.3 
● W.1.5 
● W.1.6 
● W.1.7 
● W.1.8 

● L.1.1 
● L.1.2 
● L.1.4 
● L.1.5 
● L.1.6 

● SL.1.1 
● SL.1.2 
● SL.1.3 
● SL.1.4 
● SL.1.5 
● SL.1.6 

 
District Desired Results 

Unit Overview 
As part of writing workshop, students will explore and emulate the different skills and strategies employed by 
the writers of the literature they are reading. You want students to connect the process of these published 
authors to their own process as writers. They will use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to 
narrate an event or a series of events that are important to them. Personal narratives are the perfect genre for 
first graders to read and write as they learn to appreciate the art of storytelling and its ability to connect to and 
engage readers and listeners alike.  
Enduring Understanding 
● Writers use strategies to construct meaning behind 

their new pieces they publish.  
● Writers use the writing process to help them 

understand and reflect upon the important 
components of a Personal Narrative.  

Essential Questions 
● How can the connections I make to a text, influence 

my personal narrative? 
● How can I use what I am reading to help me apply 

those writing process skills to a new piece?  

Content 
What is a personal narrative 

● Uses first person 
● Tells about personal experiences, memories, 

or passions 
● Uses details to describe the experience and 

what is happening 
● Often includes detailed pictures or 

illustrations that help to tell the story 
● Has a strong sense of place by using 

descriptive details 
● Often connected to home or family 
● Can be inspired by a keepsake or tradition 
● Has a beginning, middle, and end  
● Uses words that signal event order 
● Often provides a reaction at the end of the 

story 
Visualizing 
How to generate idea 

● How to pick a special place 
● How to pick a special experience 
● Reflect upon important moments 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
● Connects storytelling to what he or she will be 

reading and writing throughout this unit 
● Examines the components of many personal 

narratives including realistic details and first-
person narrators 

● Examines how personal narratives are about 
the writer’s personal expressions and 
experiences 

● Examines how authors use illustrations and 
descriptive details to re-create special places 
and temporal words to retell the events in 
sequential order 

● Examines how personal narratives can record 
important moments and special memories 
from the writer’s home and family life 

● Draws inspiration from personal or family 
stories and/or experiences for writing 

● Focuses on a sense of place, experiences at 
that place, and what makes it special 

● Integrates descriptive details and temporal 
words when writing and drawing a story 



● Traditions within a family 
How to draft a story  

● What is included within a story  
○ One personal moment/experience  
○ Sequencing (beginning, middle, end) 
○ Closure  
○ Dialogue 
○ Details (5 senses) 

How to Revise/Edit 
● How to use a revision checklist 

○ Capital letters (beginning of the 
sentence, names, places) 

○ Punctuation marks 
○ Space between words 
○ uppercase/lowercase letters correctly 

● How to Publish Work 
○ Create a final copy 
○ Meaningful title 
○ Illustrations 

 

● Reflects on how he or she was when younger 
as compared to who he or she is now 

● Draws upon familiar rituals or traditions as 
topics of narratives 

● Thoughtfully chooses one ideas from his or 
her Writing Folder to develop and publish 

● Recognizes the chronological structure of 
personal narrative literature and begins to use 
his structure to organize her or his own 
writing 

● Uses dialogue to give life to and provide 
insight into characters 

● Understands that adding sensory details and 
concrete examples adds interest and clarity to 
readers 

● Recognizes the function of and explores the 
use of quotation marks in dialogue 

● Comprehends the importance of and uses end 
punctuation appropriately to ensure clarity for 
readers 

● Takes pride in published product and 
ownership of it through cover and page 
designs 

● Includes biographical notes about her or 
himself to connect with readers and to be 
identified as an author 

● Reflects on the writing he r she has done and 
its meaning as part of his or her growth as a 
writer 

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
● Refer to pages 4-5 of the Writing Fundamentals: 

Personal Narrative  

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
● IEPs and 504 Students: (These are just 

suggested ideas to modify instruction.  All 
modifications and accommodations should be 
specific to each individual child’s IEP.)  reduce / 
revise assignments and assessments as per IEP; 
provide individual and small group help;  notes 
and study guides;  provide background knowledge 

● Gifted and Talented Students: provide 
additional enrichment activity involving 
demonstrating knowledge;  deeper research to to 
answer a higher level question; or complimentary 
assignment 

● ELL Students: use consistent, simplified 
language; provide bilingual partner when 
appropriate;  provide cooperative learning 
opportunities;  use modeling;  use visual aids and 
manipulatives 

● Struggling Students:  provide less distracting 



seating if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; 
study guides; notes 

 
Teacher Learning Plan 

Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 
 
Week 1: New Stories! Students will preview the mentor texts and begin to connect storytelling to the personal 
narratives they will read and write. Personal Narratives: Make It Personal- Students will examine the 
components of many personal narratives, including realistic details and first-person narrators. Personal 
Narratives: Make it Passionate- Students will connect the relationship between personal narratives and 
autobiography as well as storytelling and personal experiences.  
 
Week 2: Personal Narratives Have a Strong Sense of Place- Students will examine how authors use 
illustrations and descriptive details to re-create the special places where important events and memorable 
moments occured. Personal Narratives Make a Point- Students will examine how personal narratives can 
record important moments and special memories from the writer’s home and family life. Writing Is 
Storytelling- Students will use stories they love to hear or know from their personal experiences to help them 
generate ideas for writing.  
 
Week 3: No Place Like Home- Students will recognize the sense of place that characterizes the personal 
narratives they read and emulate the theme of home in their own writings and drawings. Stories Take You on 
a Journey- Students will recognize that they too have memorable and interesting experiences to share and 
can do so more successfully by including descriptive details and temporal words from beginning to end. 
Writing to Remember- Students will remember and reflect on who they were and what they did when they 
were younger compared to who they are now.  
 
Week 4: Writing Rituals: Students will recognize that the rituals that have personal significance for them 
make excellent topics to share with others. Which Story Do I Tell?- Students will carefully select one to focus 
on, develop, and publish.  
 
Week 5: Story Structure: Students will recognize how stories are structured and begin to use a narrative 
structure to organize their own writing. A Sense of Closure- Students will learn that writing with a sense of 
closure is important to a cohesive narrative.  
 
Week 6: Revising: Adding Dialogue- Students will revisit and revise their drafts by deciding where they can 
add dialogue to create interest and bring out their characters’ voices. Details, Details, Details - Students will 
revise their earlier work to create more substantive and descriptive drafts and further their understanding of 
the writing process.  
 
Week 7: Writing Different Voices- Students will work to recognize how quotation marks function and will 
explore the role of editing as part of the writing process. Putting a Stop to It- Students will consider readers’ 
needs and edit their papers to ensure clear end punctuation.  
 
Week 8: Finishing Touches- Students will take ownership of their writing, and write with greater enthusiasm 
and confidence. About This Author- Students will add biographical notes to their writing to further their 
identifications of themselves as authors.  
 



 

 
Assessment Plan 

Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 
Formal Assessments: 
● Benchmark Assessments 
● F&Ps 
● Unit Tests/Writing Pieces 
● Quizzes 
● Exit Tickets Projects  
 
Informal Assessments:  
● Observations 
● Anecdotal Notes 
● Participations 
● Writer’s Journal 
● Graphic Organizers  

 
Instructional Resources 

Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Narrative: Personal Narrative, Grammar Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/) 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
● Physical Movement 
● Art 
● Math 
● Technology 

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee.  

● CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills.  

● CRP3. Attend to personal health 
and financial well-being.  

● CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason.  

● CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions.  

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

● CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  

● CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 

8.1 Educational Technology: All 
students will use digital tools to 
access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually 
and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge 

8.2 All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature and 
impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global 
society, and the environment. 

https://www.teachertube.com/


management.  

● CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  

● CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity.  

● CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence 

 

  



Grade 1 Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 3 – Informational: All About Books Timeline: 6 – 8 Weeks 

 
Standards 

Writing Language Speaking and Listening 
● W.1.1 
● W.1.2 
● W.1.3 
● W.1.5 
● W.1.6 
● W.1.7 
● W.1.8 

L.1.1 
L.1.2 
L.1.4 
L.1.5 
 

● SL.1.1 
● SL.1.2 
● SL.1.3 
● SL.1.4 
● SL.1.5 
● SL.1.6 

 
District Desired Results 

Unit Overview 
Children are naturally curious about their world. They often question and wonder about things they see, hear, 
and experience. In this unit, students will learn new information from sharing with one another and diving 
into various texts. The information they know and the facts they learn are reflected in this : All-About Books 
unit. Students will work through the writing process to create an All-About Book.  
Enduring Understanding 

● Understanding texts and their structure will 
facilitate the writer’s ability to create and 
publish an original piece.   

Essential Questions 
● How does understanding nonfiction texts and 

their structure help me become a better writer? 
 

Content 
What is nonfiction 

● Features of nonfiction 
○ Table of Contents 
○ Glossary 
○ Bold and/or capitalized words 
○ Illustrations 
○ Photographs 
○ Labels/Captions 

● Generate Questions About Our World 
● Fact vs Opinion 
● Visualizing 

How to generate idea 
● What interests you?  
● Broad category then narrow down to topic 

How to draft a story  
● How to ask questions using…Who, What, 

When, Where, Why, How 
● Describing Idea using… color, size, shape, 

feels like, where you find it 
● Structure to the all-about book 
● Each subtopic on a different page (table of 

contents) 
● How to add visuals 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
● Examines why authors of this genre write 

“texts that teach 
● Explores the many features that all-about 

books have in common 
● Understands how writing informative texts 

often begins with asking questions, which 
leads to research and finding answers 

● Discusses the word “research” and gains a 
deeper understanding of various methods 
writers use to get answers to their questions 

● Understands that all-about books primarily 
contain facts but occasionally include options 
of the writers 

● Brainstorms various nonfiction topics of 
interest by considering the categories of 
nonfiction mentor texts 

● Considers topics he or she loves learning 
about as a way to generate ideas for his or her 
nonfiction all-about book 

● Considers topics which he or she has prior 
knowledge and information to generate 
nonfiction writing ideas 

● Thoughtfully selects a nonfiction topic based 



How to Revise/Edit 
● How to create a hook  
● How does a nonfiction text end 
● How to use a revision checklist 

○ Capital letters (beginning of the 
sentence, names, places) 

○ Punctuation marks 
○ Space between words 
○ uppercase/lowercase letters correctly 

● How to Publish Work 
○ Create a final copy 
○ Meaningful title 
○ Illustrations 
○ About the Author and/or Dedication 

and/or Special Thanks  

on how much he or she already knows about 
that topic, possibilities for research, and his or 
her curiosity or interest in the topic 

● Generates questions that reflect what he or she 
wants to know in order to help him or her 
research more effectively 

● Records descriptive details and creates 
diagrams to make his or her topic more 
meaningful and informative as readers 

● Plans the order in which to present 
information by creating a Table of Contents 

● Examines how writers present their pictures 
and words to create a pleasing layout for his 
or her book 

● Makes decisions about what visual aids to 
include in his or her all-about book and where 
to include them 

● Crafts and engaging and appropriate 
introduction for his or her piece based on 
examples from the mentor texts 

● Uses the techniques of the authors of mentor 
texts to provide some sense of closure 

● Ensures that his or her piece includes basic 
features of nonfiction all-about books and 
considers additional options 

● Chooses appropriate end punctuation marks to 
help readers understand the content and 
meaning of his or her writing 

● Uses an editing checklist to guide him or her 
through the editing process and makes any 
necessary corrections 

● Produces a title and cover illustration to 
engage his or her readers and suggest what his 
or her book will teach 

● Creates meaningful Dedication, Special 
Thanks, and/or About the Author sections to 
give readers insight into his or her process and 
inspiration 

● Reflects on the writing he or she has done and 
its meaning as part of his or her growth as a 
writer  

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
● Refer to pages 4-6 of Writing Fundamentals: 

NonFiction All-About Books 

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
● IEPs and 504 Students: (These are just 

suggested ideas to modify instruction.  All 
modifications and accommodations should be 
specific to each individual child’s IEP.)  reduce / 
revise assignments and assessments as per IEP; 
provide individual and small group help;  notes 



and study guides;  provide background knowledge 
● Gifted and Talented Students: provide 

additional enrichment activity involving 
demonstrating knowledge;  deeper research to to 
answer a higher level question; or complimentary 
assignment 

● ELL Students: use consistent, simplified 
language; provide bilingual partner when 
appropriate;  provide cooperative learning 
opportunities;  use modeling;  use visual aids and 
manipulatives 

● Struggling Students:  provide less distracting 
seating if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; 
study guides; notes 

 
Teacher Learning Plan 

Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 
Week 1: What are Nonfiction All-About Books- Students will examine why authors of this genre write “texts 
that teach”. What Do All-About Books Look Like? Students will explore the many features that all-about 
books have in common. Wondering About Our World- Students will contemplate how writing informative 
texts often begins with asking questions, which leads to research and finding answers.  
 
Week 2: Getting the Right Answers- Students will open the word “research” to gain a deeper understanding 
of various methods writers use to get answers to their questions. Just the Facts- Students will read various 
texts that show all-about books primarily contain facts but occasionally will include opinions of the writers. 
What Interests You- Students will brainstorm topics of interest by considering the nonfiction categories of 
mentor texts.  
 
Week 3: Sharing Our Passions- Students will think about topics they love learning about as a way to generate 
ideas for their nonfiction books. A Matter Of Fact- Students will consider topics about which they have prior 
knowledge and information in order to generate nonfiction ideas. What Do I Want to Teach- Students will 
look back at what they’ve written and select one topic for their nonfiction all-about books.  
 
Week 4: Asking the Right Questions- Students will think about what they already know versus what they 
want to know. Describe It to Me- Students will record details about their topics and create diagrams to make 
their all about books more meaningful and informative for their readers.  
 
 
Week 5: Order and Organization- Students will create a Table of Contents and plan the order in which they 
will present information in their books. Lay It Out- Students will examine how a few different authors present 
their pictures and words to create a pleasing design. Adding Visuals- Students will decide what visual aids to 
include in their all-about books and where to include them.  
 
Week 6: Hooking Your Readers- Students will revisit their books and look at various leads from the unit 
books as examples of how to craft leads of their own. How Does It End?- Students will consider ways they 
can revise their own endings as they study techniques of various mentor authors. Do I Have All That I Need? 
Students will utilize a revision checklist.  
 



Week 7: Stop It, Please- Students will learn how to choose appropriate end punctuation marks. Check It Out!- 
Students will use a checklist to guide them through this editing process.  
 
Week 8: Cover Me! Students will brainstorm possible titles and cover illustrations for their books that both 
engage their readers and suggest what their books will teach. All About the Extras- Students will create 
meaningful Dedications, Special Thanks, and/or All-About the Author blurbs to give readers insight into their 
process and inspiration.  
 

Assessment Plan 
Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 

Formal Assessments: 
● Benchmark Assessments 
● F&Ps 
● Unit Tests/Writing Pieces 
● Quizzes 
● Exit Tickets Projects  
 
Informal Assessments:  
● Observations 
● Anecdotal Notes 
● Participations 
● Writer’s Journal 
● Graphic Organizers  

 
Instructional Resources 

Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Informational: All About Books, Grammar Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.teachertube.com/


Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
● Physical Movement 
● Art 
● Math 
● Technology 

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee.  

● CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills.  

● CRP3. Attend to personal health 
and financial well-being.  

● CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason.  

● CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions.  

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

● CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  

● CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management.  

● CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  

● CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity.  

● CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence 

8.1 Educational Technology: All 
students will use digital tools to 
access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually 
and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge 

8.2 All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature and 
impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global 
society, and the environment. 

 


